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 FIRST CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

2710 Kingston Road, York, Pennsylvania 17402 

Telephone: (717) 755-0307 
 Fax: (717) 755-1382 

 www.yorkfirst.org  
 

   “ To Love God, Share Christ,  
and Serve the World!” 

THE BRETHREN E-PRESS            FEBRUARY 2012 

 

 
 
 

Rev. Don Hubbell, Pastor  
Email: pastordon@yorkfirst.org  
Home Phone: (717) 792-4090 

 
 

 
Karen Bowman & Nadine Diehl,  

Church Secretaries 
Email: secretary@yorkfirst.org 

Weather Related 
*CHURCH  

CANCELLATIONS 
www.yorkfirst.org  

 
Cancellations will be announced 
through our church phone system.   
 
Please use the following process: 
 
1.  Call the church office at 755-0307. 
2.  When answering machine message  
      begin dial 601 
3.  A recorded message will indicate  
     the status of church services/
activities. 
 
*Weather related cancellations will 
not be announced on radio or TV .  
 

HAPPY  
VALENTINE’S  

DAY! 

W. E. GATHER  
 

What is W.E. Gather?  
It is:  Dinner, Converstion, Spiritual Growth,  

Time for laughter, Time to discover 
 

TOPIC:  BRETHREN BELIEFS AND PRACTICES 
 
Begins: Wed., Feb. 22, 2012, and will be held on the following dates: 
Feb. 29, March 7, March 14, March 21, March 28 
 
Nightly Schedule: 6:00 p.m. Carry-in Potluck Dinner 
   7:00 p.m.  Discussion Group 
   8:00 p.m. Dismissal 



 

 

 
 

 

 

February, the shortest month of the year. The month 
when we celebrate the birthdays of people we have 
dubbed the "founding Fathers" of our country. 

Washington and Lincoln, very important men in the 
life of our country no doubt. We also observe the   
beginning of the journey towards Easter with the start 
of Lent. I suspect that most of you have already 
jumped ahead of me and what I am saying to another 
important day in the month of February. No, it is not 
Super Bowl Sunday either! Although had the          
Raven’s made it in. I am of course thinking about  
Valentine’s Day. The day when we think about the 
love of our life and tell him or her just how special 
and important they are to our lives. We should of 
course show our love everyday but we make it a     
priority on Valentines Day. 

The Bible is full of admonitions for us to love God, 
and love ourselves and each other, and love the 
strangers we come in contact with. We want to do 
what God asks us to do and yet we will come up with 
all kinds of reasons and excuses why it just doesn’t 
work for us to love them unless it is the person we 
want to love. The passages in the Bible that talk about 
love in the life of the believer do not say anything 
about leaving this person out or that group out. So we 
struggle and we ask God to show us who to love and 
how to love them. 

Perhaps our greatest struggle is to accept that the    
creator God of the whole universe loves me, and you  
of course. We sing the children’s song, "Jesus loves 
me" and think how cute it is. I happen to think that 
there is a great deal of power and truth in those simple 
words. I also think that we need to take them to heart 
and live by them. Accepting God’s love for us is the 
first step to real peace in our lives. 

 

The second struggle that we face is loving ourselves 
as God loves us. We hear the words of Jesus when 
he says that the Greatest Commandment is to love 
God with all that we are, and love our neighbor as 
we love ourselves. The second part of that         
commandment makes the assumption that we love 
ourselves. For some of us that is a very real struggle 
and yet our God tells us that he loved us so much 
that he sent his son to die for our sins and make it 
possible for us to spend all eternity with him. This 
for me is where the rubber meets the road so to 
speak, because when I settle in my heart that God 
loves me and I can love me, then I find the power to 
love everyone. No limits. I may not agree with their    
politics or their lifestyle, or their career choice, etc. 
etc. but God says that he loves them and that I am to 
love them too. 

In this dark winter month of February, when we 
long for the coming of spring and new life we hear 
again the words of God’s love and how we are to 
love each other. Perhaps it will cause us to stop and 
think before we speak or act. Are the things we are 
saying and doing the loving thing that God calls us 
to do or say? If not take a deep breath and let it go. 

Blessings and God’s peace be upon each of us, 

Pastor Don 

 

 

Pastor’s Pondering 
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Contacting the Pastor:  
 
Pastor Don can be reached most  
mornings in the church office  
Monday—Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 
noon. The pastor reserves afternoons and evenings 
for visitation, meetings, and other pastoral-related 
activities. 
  
If you need to reach a Pastor Don outside of office 
hours, please call him at home at 792-4090, and 
leave a message on his home answering machine. 
He will return your call at his earliest opportunity. 
  
If you would specifically like a pastoral visit, 
please contact the pastor. HIPA laws prevent the 
hospital from contacting the pastor when you are 
admitted. You MUST specifically note to hospital 
staff that you would like the hospital to contact 
your pastor. 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLESNEWSLETTER ARTICLESNEWSLETTER ARTICLESNEWSLETTER ARTICLES    
    

DON’T FORGET! 
 
 
 

Please submit all newsletter articles by the 
15th of  each month 

If articles are not received by the 15th they 
may or may not be published, depending 
on space.  
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SYMPATHY 

 

SYMPATHY  and condolences to: 
 

Orbie Fink and her family on the death of her 
husband, Ronald L Fink who passed away on 
Jan.15, 2012.  
 
Please keep Orbie and her family in your 
thoughts and prayers. 
 

 
The Harold Ginder family would like to thank the 
friends who supported us during the passing of our  
husband, father, and grandfather.  It is so uplifting to 
have your prayers, cards, food, and expressions of  
condolence.  York First was a big part of Harold’s life 
and we truly appreciate all the love and caring you have 
shown us.  The Ginder Family 
 
A great big thank you to all who helped to make Advent 
and Christmas a beautiful celebration of the birth of our 
Lord. There were singers and instrumentalists, readers 
and candle lighters, decorators and cookie bakers. There 
were many who worked behind the scenes in the  
nursery, upstairs with the AV equipment, and in the 
kitchen and Fellowship Hall organizing the Advent 
Breakfast. There were many other jobs done quietly to 
make Christmas special for all of us. A special thanks to 
Pastor Don and Vivian who work very hard in our  
behalf all year, but especially at Advent. We are  
appreciative!   Music and Worship 
 
Thank you - Our family would like to express  
appreciation for expressions of sympathy, cards and 
prayers following the death of Glenn’s mother on  
December 11, 2011.  We wish everyone a Blessed New 
Year.  Glenn, Anna Miller & family  
 
I would like to thank the youth and friends for including 
me in your evening of caroling.  So much appreciated 
and enjoyed!  A beautiful blessing for ending year 2011 
and great hope for 2012. Dottie Lehman 
 
It takes the efforts of many to plan and to decorate for 
Advent.  The Advent Committee extends a heartfelt 
“thank you” to all who have helped to make this a very 
blessed and meaningful celebration of Jesus’ birth. 
 
My sincere thanks for all the thoughts and prayers, from 
members of First Church, during my recent illness.  
They were very much needed and appreciated.  May 
God bless you all now in His season and through the 
New Year.    Love you all, Bonnie Cunningham 
 
Our heartfelt thanks for all your prayers and cards for 
Deb’s neck surgery.  It went very well and she is on 
schedule for recuperation.    Mike & Deb Martin 
 
A very BIG Thank You for all who participated in  
making this Christmas special.  A lot of people  
contributed time, gifts, worship, and in many other 
ways.  It was greatly appreciated. Pastor Don 
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THE OWLS  NEWS 
(Older, Wiser, Loving, Seniors) 

 

 
 

The OWLS will gather in the  
Homebuilder’s Classroom 154 on  

Thursday, February 9 at noon.   
 
 
Back by popular demand, Larry is going to share  
some more video clips with us after we eat.   
 
 

Bring your bag lunch.  
Drinks will be provided.  

 
 
BE SURE TO SIGN UP BY MONDAY  
February 6 on the signup sheet in the  
narthex so we know how many to setup for. 

SERRV  
 
 

ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH, we 
will travel to New Windsor, MD to spend the 
day in the SERRV program.  
Working as a group, we will 
pack gift items to sell in the 
gift shops and through their 
mail order catalogs.   
 
For more than 60 years, SERRV has been working to 
eradicate poverty, through fair trade, in the  
developing world and in communities in the U.S..  
Started by the Church of the Brethren, the program 
reaches into 33 countries. 
 
Join us for a fun day—leaving church  
parking lot at 7:15 a.m. and returning by 5:00 p.m.. 
Lunch is provided and there is time to shop.   
Sign up in the church narthex.   If you have any  
questions, call Helen Stoner (624-3398). 

THE MESSENGER 
 

As mentioned in the January Church Newsletter,  if 
you want to continue receiving The Messenger for 
2012 YOU will need to pay for it.  The cost through 
First Church is $ 14.50 which is a savings of $ 3.00.   
Messenger envelopes will be available on Sundays 
in the narthex beginning on January 29 through  
Sunday, February 12 for you to complete and put 
your payment in.  They can be placed in the church 
offering plates OR given to the person manning the 
Messenger table for that Sunday.   
 
Checks NEED to be made payable to First 
Church of the Brethren because we need to send 
in one check from the church for the total 
amount.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact Elizabeth 
Eisenhart or Joann Klinedinst. 
Thank you for your help in making this a smooth 
transition. 



 
 

    
 1  Esther Hershey 
  2  Leah Brant/Lori Beuschlein/Christopher  
     Baldwin 
  4  Christina Snook/Samantha  Stover 
  6  Becca Miller 
  7  John Bowser  
  8  Sidney Innerst 
 10 Darrell Gipe/Earl Hagginbothom 
 11 Anne Ault  
 12 Phyllis Hagginbothom 
 14 Pat Carey 
 16 Barry Hollinger 
 17 Joshua Kovacs 
 18 Doris Plymire 
 19 Devon Lehman-Fay 
 21 Kayla Lehman, Judy Yingling 
 22 Becky McCracken/Barbara Vangreen 
 23 Pat Trimmer/Justin Drawbaugh 
 24 Madison Sharp  
 25 Ruth Schmidt/Nello Stover, Jr. 
 26 Mike Baldwin/Jayne Baldwin/Sandy     
      Yeager 
 27 Owen Statler  
  
   
   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
If your birthday is in FEBRUARY  and it is not on 
the above list or is listed incorrectly, please call the 
church office. 
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GOING GREEN CORNER 
 
Install compact  
fluorescent  light 
bulbs when your older 
incandescent bulbs 

    burn out. 
 

SOUP KITCHEN : Sign up in 
the narthex to work at the Soup 
Kitchen and/or make a casserole 
for Friday, February 10, 2012  
  (10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.).  
 Bring casseroles to church by  
 9:00 a.m. on Friday. 

Meat Canning Project 2012 
    

 
  The dates for the  
Meat Canning Project are  

 April 9, 10, 11, 12, 16,  & 17. 
 
    This year’s goal is to process 
67,500 pounds of chicken in eight days 
of processing. That is a “Lot of 
chicken”! The Mid-Atlantic and  
Southern Districts need our support. 
Help be a part of this worthy cause.  
 
  If you are interested in helping, 
please add your name to the sign-up 
sheet located in the lobby.  If you have 
any additional questions or concerns, 
please contact Jeff Sunday, 848-8461.                                   



WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
Worship 

10:30 a.m.  

DATE  

JANUARY 1  Total Worship 81 

JANUARY 8 Total Worship 
                          

148 

JANUARY 15 Total  Worship 125 

JANUARY 22 Total Worship  
         
 

105 
 
 

FRIENDS TO REMEMBER  
IN PRAYER  

OUR SHUT-INS 
 
York Hospital —Roy Chronister (Rm. T354A) 
Broadmore-Leah Marquet 
Manor Care North—John Bowser (Rm. 106B) 
Barley Autumn House East - Mamie Eichelberger 
(Room E-10)  
CKV/TBHC  Ruth Campbell (Rm 3540) Esther  
Hershey (Rm #4414),  Jake Hershey (Rm 4953) 
Betty Harlacher (Rm 3176B) 
Senior Commons at Powder Mill - Annabelle 
Czyzewicz 
Providence Retirement Community - Katherine    
Masimore 
Masonic Home—Gloria Long 
 
At Home - Grace Roseman, Art Bergey, Irene Hearn,  
Madeline Stover, Elmer & Ruth Allison,  
Violet Chronister, Erika Bergmann,  
Warren Edris, Bill Carlson has been diagnosed  
with cancer 
 
ADDITIONAL PERSONS NEEDING 
PRAYER  Irene Hearn’s daughter–in-law, 
Rosalie Utley, Denise Ferguson (Friend of 
Karen Bowman), Sarah Kovacs and her teaching in 
Ghana, Wayne & Mary Irene Rauhauser (Relatives of 
Irene Rauhauser) 
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CROSS KEYS VILLAGE— 
THE BRETHREN HOME  
COMMUNITY AUXILIARY 
 
Our theme for 2012 is:   
Increasing our circle of love with 
compassion. 
 
Much can be accomplished if we are willing to use 
our hands, hearts, and minds in caring for others.  
We can make a difference. Our challenges are to 
put our love and compassion into action. 
 
The Brethren Home Community Auxiliary goals 
include donations to support of the: 
 ~Good Samaritan Fund 
 ~Good Shepherd Fund 
 ~BHEAP Scholarships 
 ~Fine Arts Series 
 ~Special Projects to Benefit Residents 
 
The Brethren Home Community Auxiliary         
accomplishes its goals through contributions and 
receipts from the: 
 ~Membership Campaign 
 ~Beehive Gift Shop 
 ~Almost New Shop 
 ~Candy Sales 
 ~Plant Sales 
 ~Jewelry Sales 
 ~Change-for-a-day –2012 
 ~Annual Barbeque, Auction, Car Show &                     
    Bake Sale 
 ~Apple Butter Festival, Car Show, &  
    Bake Sale 
 ~Other Fundraising Events 
 
Membership categories in the Auxiliary for 2012 
are: Annual Membership—$ 5.00 
 Annual Patron Membership—$ 30.00 
 Lifetime Membership—$ 100.00 
 
All checks should be payable to:   
The Brethren Home Community Auxiliary  
 

Please forward membership dues to  
Anna Miller (Keyperson) by March 11, 2012 

 



 
 

 
 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

 February  2012February  2012February  2012February  2012    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
Greetings from the CDC: Greetings from the CDC: Greetings from the CDC: Greetings from the CDC:     
    
We will be having a fundraiser in February at  
Infinito’s Pizza in East York on 2/2/12.   
Coupons are needed and available in the  
church office. 
 
We will be selling Joe Corbi’s food items in  
March for April delivery. 
 
The fencing and seeding for the playground will   
be completed by Spring. The playground will  
be ready for children after it is inspected by  
the Dept. of Public Welfare. 
 
   Sharon Howery 
   CDC Director 
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WORSHIP SERVICES &  
PREACHING SCHEDULE 

 
 
 
 FEBRUARY 5 - Worship Service 
   9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m.    Sanctuary— “Thy Kingdom Come:                    

 What Are We Building” (2nd in series) 
             - Pastor Don 
Scripture: Matthew 6: 10  
 
 
FEBRUARY 12 - Worship Service 
 
   9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m.    Sanctuary— “Bread for Tomorrow” 
    (3rd in series) 
     - Pastor Don 
Scripture:  Matthew 6: 11 
  
 
FEBRUARY 19 - Worship Service 
 
   9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m.    Sanctuary— “Grace in the Name of  
  Jesus Christ” (4th in series) 
     - Pastor Don 
Scripture:  Matthew 6: 12-13 
 
 
FEBRUARY 26 - Worship Service 

1st Sunday of Lent 
 
   9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m.    Sanctuary— “All In” 
     - Pastor Don 
Scripture:  Mark 1: 9– 15 
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